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Dear People of God at Trinity,
The Light of the World has come to us again and as Father Kurt so beautifully said in his
Christmas letter, that Light will overcome the darkness in our lives and in the world.
During Advent, we waited and prepared for Emmanuel — God with us. He is with us as
demonstrated by the collaboration of love and hope, not only within our parish, but with
our sister parishes. The Thanksgiving dinner feeding close to 500 people is living our faith
doing what God has called us to do — welcoming all and sharing with all of our brothers and
sisters. The newborn King made it clear that we should serve the sinners, the outcasts, those
forgotten by society. Through our servicing, we are the physical manifestations of God’s
Love to the world.
Our love and hope are constantly reflected in the Soup Kitchen volunteers, the writing of
Christmas cards, the children’s ornaments to adorn the tree in the church, the music, flower
donations, the calling of neighbors, the donations of food and clothing and prayers. We are
God’s instruments of light and peace, going out into the world, even in this time of Covid-19.
Our faith is light to the world — God is with us and we are with God, truly blessed and
blessing!
We pray that by the time you read this, we will have a timetable for in-person worship
again. But even with its challenges, we are grateful for technology that allows us to see the
church and be a part of the service. As Father Kurt quoted in his Christmas letter:
“...light shines in the darkness and the darkness could not overpower it.”
John 1:5
Your Vestry
Trinity Church’s Mission Statement
“Living, loving, sharing in the name of Jesus Christ”
Vision Statement
“Honoring the past as we build a strong foundation for the future, while sharing our Christian faith through service
to the community.”

Zoom Services
We do not see the possibility of in-person worship in the near future because
of the increase in Covid-19 cases. As soon as the Bishop feels it is safe to meet
again in the sanctuary, we will do our best to contact everyone. In the
meantime, we are continually working to upgrade the Zoom service with a new computer,
an external camera for better viewing and new microphones to enhance any music that
may be offered. We are grateful to Father Kurt, Mother Dolores and Father Tim for
celebrating Eucharist with us and our Lay Leaders when a priest cannot be scheduled.
If you are interested in attending a ZOOM service, please contact Father Kurt at
nomenk3@hotmail.com or 570-640-1738. He will be most happy to include you.

Parish Letter
In place of the Annual Meeting, a letter from the Vestry will be forthcoming
apprising all parishioners of the events of the past year, any reports to be
given and a budget review for 2021. Thank you for your patience and if
there are any questions after receiving the letter, please contact any
member of the Vestry.

Offering Envelopes
The 2021 Offering envelopes have been received in the office. Because of
no in-person worship and the extreme expense of mailing them, several
volunteers will be hand delivering the envelopes to homes. You should be
notified in advance of the delivery, so you can be on the lookout in your
mailboxes or between doors.
If you can pick yours up at the church, or if you can help in delivering, please call the office.
Thank you!

Lay Eucharistic Visitors
There will be no home or nursing home visits for Communion in the
foreseeable future. Because of the Covid-19 virus, we do not know when these
visits will resume. We pray that everyone is safe and well. Please call the
church if you need anything and we will do our best to help however we can.
God bless all of you!

Altar Flowers
If you would like to order flowers for a specific Sunday as a memorial or in
thanksgiving for a person(s) or event, please call the church office. Two
arrangements are $35. We will contact the florist, but please let the office
know if you would like special colors or flowers, etc.

Sexton Contact
If anyone needs to contact our new sexton John Wilk during working hours,
his number is 570-516-0195 and his email is johnwtrinity@gmail.com

The Music Corner
by Cora A. Gamelin-Osenbach
We continue to be grateful for the technology of Zoom which allows music to enter your
homes during worship. We hope that on Christmas Eve you sang with us from the comfort
of your homes heralding the birth of our Lord and Savior. We hope that in the near future,
Bishop Kevin will allow us to worship in person once again as we pray that the virus can
begin to be alleviated with vaccines. Special thanks to Lea and Tim Bortner, Teagan and
Elliot Wehr for sharing their musical gifts.

Concert Series
With great regret, I must cancel our season and the 3 upcoming concerts in
March and April. At this time, there is much uncertainty about gathering
even for worship, I feel it is unfair to our audiences and to our artists who
need more than a couple of weeks notice to cancel, especially those who
have distances to travel and reservations to make. We trust that our artists for this season
—Samantha Wood, Ruben Balboa, III, John Kline, IV, the Mendelssohn Piano Trio and Cody
W. Mead will be available to reschedule their concerts.
Thank you to the patrons who have steadfastly supported this series. Rest assured that
your contributions will be used toward the 2021-22 season. We are considering a fourconcert format again for the coming season to make up for the unfortunate events this year.
The good news is that the Mahantongo parking garage should be completed by April 2021,
so audience members can once again park close to the church and be under cover. I will be
contacting our artists and hopefully arranging for our next season after the first of the year.
I pray that all of our audience members are safe and well during this difficult time.

Annual Meeting and Vestry Positions
At the Vestry meeting on December 20, the Vestry voted to cancel the Annual Meeting
scheduled for January 17 during this extraordinary time. The Vestry also voted to maintain
current members for another year as was done before when the parish was between
rectors. This will create some stability with the hope that at this time next year, we will be
able to have normal Vestry nominations and an Annual meeting. Special thanks to Albert
Portland and Janet Curtis for continuing another year, and as always our Senior Warden,
Norm Kauffman.

The Poinsettias adorning Trinity Church have been given to the glory of God by
The Rev. Timothy & Mrs. Sharon Albright
in memory of Charles A. Buehler,
Dotty H. Fish, Clarence R.
Albright and in thanksgiving for
our grandchildren: Theo, Beckett,
Tessa & Emmie
The Bacon/Barnwell Families in memory of
Lillie Bacon Allen, Marion B. Bacon,
Waverly I. Bacon, Jr.,
Waverly I. Bacon, Sr., Alma
Barnwell, Elizabeth Barnwell,
Paul Barnwell, Jr., Paul Barnwell,
Sr.Flossie Bedford, Frederic H. Bacon
Robert & June Bednar in memory of
J. Stewart & Phenie Rowlands,
Nicholas & Anna Bednar,
James S. Rowlands III, Eleanor Roth
and in thanksgiving for Josh Secoges
& Nick DelConte
Jeff & Nanci Billie in memory of
John W. & Nancy J. Reigle
Bill & Darlene Bowler in memory of
Hain Family, Bowler Family,
Engleman Family, Ernst Family,
Nice Family, Shoemaker Family,
Jack Curtis, Hubler Family,
Merrick Family,
Starr Family, Ed Harris,
Lawrence Tobin, Louise Teter &
Walter Noel and in thanksgiving for the
Curtis & Burns Family
The Rev. Canon Clifford B. Carr
in memory of Fred Avila,
Charles Buehler, Tee
Buxton, Kay Coller, Mark
Rauco & Emmeline Stone
The Curtis Family in memory of
Jack Curtis, Marlin & Martha Hain,
William & Frances Engleman,
George & Irene Curtis, Lawrence
Tobin, James Bowler, Dan & Jane
Nice, Susan Starr, Ed Harris,
Nancy Thiers, Adrienne Thiers and
in thanksgiving for The Bowler,
Burns & Curtis Families

Georgine Curtier in memory of
Joseph F. Curtier
Tom & Wanda Dodds in memory of
Thomas Dodds
Donna R. Emery in memory of
Norman “Bud” Emery & Dorothy Emery
Carol S. Field in memory of
Emmeline & George R. Stone, Sr.,
George R. Stone, III,
William Stone & Jerry Field
and in thanksgiving for
Eric Stone & Family, Heather
Procacci & Family and in
thanksgiving for my Lunch Bunch
Friends & Nancy Miernicki
Elaine A. Howe in memory of
Dr. Douglas N. Howe, Edward &
Anna L. Harris, Edward Harris, Jr. &
Mara Jane Sausser
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Moore in memory of
J. Kaminski, Baby Laine Marie
Kaminski, Kathryn E. Moore,
Adeline M. Flail
Franklin & Cora Osenbach in thanksgiving for
Quinn Evans
Kathy Polcrack & Family in memory of
Kay & Carl Coller
Albert & Karen Portland in memory of
Bertha & Emmett Miller,
Mildred & Francis Portland
Francis M. Portland
and in thanksgiving for our family &
grandchildren Emmet, Annabelle, Duncan &
Elliott
Pozza Family in memory of
William & Martha Kline, Robert A.
Davis, Robert & Alma Weir, Robert &
Rita Weir,Robert & Olive Kline
John Pritiskutch in memory of
Michael & Elizabeth Pritiskutch
Edith Khayatt in memory of
F. Dohrman & Edith Yuengling

Howard Mitchell in memory of
The deceased members of the Mitchell
family, Jon Allen, James Robottom and in
thanksgiving for the living members of the
Mitchell family
Donna & John Ross in memory of
Edward, Alice & Linda Patterson, Esther &
Edward Patterson, Sr., Florence & Earl
Saylor, Sr., Betty & Earl Saylor, Jr., Cindy
Stafford, Sara Brown, Frank & Charlotte
Ross and in thanksgiving for protection,
health & safety for our family and the world
Joseph & Leigh Ann Siminitus in memory of
David Frey, Jean Ebling, Stanley & Anna
Siminitus
Jim & Barb Tokarz in memory of
Adam & Mary Tokarz and Edmund
& Florence Perry
Rauco & Lewars Families in memory of
Mark Rauco, George W. Barlow,
George C. Barlow, Joe Zagrosky,
Anthony& Irene Rauco
and in thanksgiving for
Anthony, Joseph, Nicholas,
Ethan & Jake
June Reedy in memory of
John & Madelin Achenbach &
Harvey Reedy
Katherine Reese in memory of
Ronald Young, Bill Reese, Isabel & Fred
Schaeffer, Jean Letcher, Fritz Ryland
& Michelle Schuettler
Marria Walsh in memory of
Basil S. Walsh III & The O’Malley Family

The Christmas Wreaths at Charles Baber
Preservation Trust are given to the glory of
God by Kathy Polcrack & Family in memory
of Kay & Carl Coller
The Christmas Bread & Wine are given by
Nancy Buehler in memory of
Charles Buehler, Harold & Malba Nicholas
The Poinsettia at the Baptismal Font is given by
the Bacon/Barnwell Families in memory of
Lillie Bacon Allen, Marion B. Bacon &
Frederic H. Bacon
The Flowers on the Children’s Altar are given by
Franklin & Cora Osenbach in
Thanksgiving for Quinn Evans
The Garland in front of the church is given by
Kurt K. Kovalovich in thanksgiving for
the People of Trinity & in loving memory
of Andrew & Lilian Kovalovich

News from Marion C. Price Trust Fund
Keeping you and your relationships healthy during the COVID-19 Crisis. With the
coronavirus pandemic changing the way we live and creating unprecedented challenges in
our day-to-day lives. Are you feeling depressed or bored? If so, you are not alone. Spending
day after day in the same place can make anyone a little stir-crazy.
Our usual opportunities for socializing, date nights, romantic breaks away and hobbies
enjoyed outside of the house are out of the question at the moment. Social distancing has
changed the way we live, but it doesn’t have to change our friendships, romantic
relationships or skill development.
It is essential to do every possible bit to maintain your physical as well as emotional
wellbeing. This, in turn, will help you to have a positive mindset.
One way to boost your mental health is to find ways to keep your mind occupied. Have you
ever wanted to learn a new language, play an instrument or learn another new skill?
Learning a new skill will improve your mental health and expand your mind.
With everyone’s schedule changed it’s important to establish and maintain some kind of a
routine. Chris Kraft PhD recommends sticking to regular sleep hours, waking up on time,
making the bed and getting dressed each day.
Self-care is essential. Intentionally carving out time for yourself is as important as taking
some time out away from each other.
Even the most robust couples may be going through a rough patch right now - for various
reasons. A considerable number of people are facing unemployment and financial
instability as a result of COVID-19, while others are having to work from home alongside
their partners.
Remember that everyone experiences stress differently. We’re all coping in different ways
and no one way is right or wrong, as long as it is respectful of other people’s needs and
feelings.
Talking with the people you are with about your stress levels and coping styles can help set
expectations and alleviate conflict. Also, try to make time to talk virtually with friends or
loved ones who aren’t physically with you.
Try to stay on the same team when life gets hectic and stressful. Realizing when the other is
going through a hard time and cutting them some slack is fundamental to showing you are
there for them, through good times and bad.
Expect that conflict will happen. As long as everyone approaches the conflict with mutual
respect, it can be a good opportunity to better understand what the people around you
need. Take the time to listen to your partner’s point of view. Try to approach conflict with
an attitude that you are working with the other person toward a solution, rather than
against each other. Be forgiving of your partner and yourself.

Exercising outdoors together can be a powerful way to reduce stress and strengthen
positive connections.
Find time to celebrate the people you are with in big and small ways. Whether that means
planning a virtual birthday party, asking interesting questions about their new hobby or
thanking them for doing the dishes, helping each other feel supported and celebrated goes
a long way.
Whatever the case is in your life, be assured that this is a temporary phase. So, be kind to
each other and yourself and remember this too shall pass.
Telemedicine. One of the challenging aspects of the COVID-19 pandemic is that social
distancing and stay-at-home orders have made it more difficult to have a face-to-face
meeting with your doctor.
For many physicians and patients, the remedy is increasingly telemedicine: the ability to
remotely connect with a health care provider in real-time, often over video and sometimes
via telephone, email or the on-line patient portal. Telemedicine or telehealth are terms that
are often used interchangeably.
Here are some common steps and tips to prepare for such a virtual visit.










Be sure you are tech-ready. You will need a decent smartphone, tablet or PC along
with a reliable connection to the internet, especially for video.
Check your insurance to be sure telemedicine sessions are covered.
Make an appointment. The office may have you download an app, and will email or
text you a link to click on about 10 minutes before your designated appointment
time.
Have a pad and pencil handy.
Make a list of your problems and questions to prepare for your virtual visit.
Have any recent test or lab results available.
Practice good security. Ask your medical provider about the steps taken to ensure
your privacy.
Be prepared to wait. You may be placed in a digital waiting room before the session
with your doctor begins.

Meet Your Schuylkill County Episcopal Health Advocate (SCEHA) - Cathy Clouser. Cathy is a
Schuylkill County girl, the fifth in a family of six children. Her husband of 23 years, Kevin is
employed by the Pennsylvania Game Commission. Together they have two children, Stone, 19,
and Maiya, 17. Cathy and her family are very involved in their church, the Barry Salem United
Methodist Church. She likes spending time with her family and friends, attending her children’s
sporting events, being outside in the warm weather and reading. Cathy will start her new
position on January 4, 2021 and is very excited to meet you all. You can reach her at 570-6213220.

Charles Baber Preservation Trust
Comfort and Hope

by C. Field

It is with great haste and eagerness that all of us want to put the 2020 year behind us. Chaos, fear, frustration,
and uncertainty sprang into everyone’s life almost a year ago. It brought a demon of death and devastation in
our midst that no one knew how to tame or annihilate. It was called COVID-19. Our new normal life will be
vastly different from the pre-Covid-19 year. And sadly, it may reshape our American custom of friendliness
and warmth, and hugging, and gathering in large crowds. Despite this, it has also shaped us into a nation of
awareness of our fellowman. It has given us a generous heart and spirit, and a deep appreciation for our frontline workers whether in the medical profession, military, police, firefighters, grocery clerks, caregivers, garbage
handlers, or in delivery services. It has made many of us reach out beyond our sheltered home life, to extend
helping hands to those less fortunate, or alone, or on the front line. And we have taken on an appreciation of
“paying it forward”.
While our lives have changed so drastically and dramatically, we still have hope for a brighter future free of
Covid-19; and we still seek the comfort of our loved ones, our family, our friends, our co-workers, and our
neighbors. We need the human touch. We need to talk. We need to gather in groups and socialize. We need to
embrace and hug. We need to be free. And this great yearning for all these things is compounded in the cold,
snowy, icy winter months of January and February when we normally would burrow in and hibernate for two
months. However, with the appearance of the coronavirus in March 2020, our total isolation and estrangement
from humanity will have lasted one full year.
There is nothing any of us can do at this time, except to wear masks, social distance and hope the vaccines are
quickly available, and that they are successful. In the meantime, we can still try to get outside in fair weather
days and to go for long leisurely walks if at all possible. And of course, since this article is about the Baber
Cemetery, when you have time to walk, engage your sense of sight and reawaken your art appreciation. Take
the time to look at the wide range and assortment of memorial markers. Relive their history as you see the thin
slate and tablet markers of the mid-1800s. Look at the collection of markers typical of the late 1800s that looked
like coffins (also called chests) and cradles (without the legs or rockers). Note the variation of the coffin design
into flatter square shapes called the hip and into chests with pointed tops called the box. See how they
advanced into the 1900s with the availability of more materials to become huge concrete markers called blocks
and monoliths. See how the art revival period of Egypt and Greece created the obelisk, column, and pedestal
markers. Add to this period the eclectic markers that look like miniature houses with an indention signifying a
portal or door to heaven. Also in this period, mausoleums and columbarium became popular, and we have a
tumulus which is a drawback to early burials where the coffin is buried in a mound of dirt or into a hillside.
Entertainment and distraction can be found in how many different types of crosses can be found. See how they
are engraved into or accessorized to the marker. How many draped urns can be found on top of the markers?
How many angels and cherubs do you see? In the lower level, see how the modern 2000 era produces smooth
carved marble and granite markers with colored etchings of people’s faces and their hobbies and their pets.
Take the time to be good to yourself. Distract yourself from the bad news about the coronavirus. Gather hope
and comfort in positive things yet to come. Take leisure walks. And seek the free visual entertainment of the
cemetery’s many memorial markers. Wishing all of you comfort and good health in this new year.

A Need to be Touched and Hugged
The restrictions of reduced store hours, no in-doors dining, no hugging, no socializing, wearing masks and
social distancing continue to plague us. If our church is open, we can’t sing in church. We have washed and
sanitized our hands so much that they are dry and cracked and feel like two pieces of sandpaper rubbing
together. No one knows when all of this will end. And yet, all humans have a need to be touched or hugged or
to socialize with other human beings. Yes, many of us have our pets, and many of us have spouses and children
at home that we can still hug and embrace, but a vast number do not. For those that do not, you absolutely can
touch or hug any tree at the Charles Baber Cemetery. Our trees, God’s beautiful gifts of nature, would enjoy
being noticed and touched. Take for instance the mighty white oaks to the right inside the main gate. You are
tiny when standing under one of them. And yet their downward and outward-curving limbs seem to want to
reach out to you and to embrace you in a big bear hug. Run your fingertips over their square blocky bark and
notice their white-gray color. These mighty giants are very attractive, but my favorite oak is the red oak which
is along the terraces on the dirt path. They also are tall and wide, and several of them are grouped together and
seem like old friends eager to say hello as you walk that path. Run your fingers along the smooth broad and
long ridges with shallow fissure. The pin oak along the 16th Street loop has broader fissures than the red oak,
while the swamp white oak, near the pond, has blocks like the giant white oak. The two chestnut oaks we have,
are a class to themselves. Touch their bark. It has deep fissures and rugged block ridges.
If you are on the dirt paths or the loop by the middle school hillside, we have the many black cherry, box elder,
black walnut, and black locust. Don’t touch the black locust because its twigs are thorny. The black cherries on
the other hand are a delight to touch. The flaky bark that looks like burnt cornflakes glued to the bark, flakes
and breaks off as you touch it. The sycamore maples in the upper level also have a flaking crusty bark like the
cherry, but their flakes are not as prominently sticking out as the cherry. The black walnut is a satisfying
“touchy-feely” delight because its bark is deeply furrowed into diamond shapes, and you can trace the diamonds
down the length of the tree. The nearby box elder is also deeply furrowed, but not prominent in its diamond
shapes. The American, slippery, Siberian, and homestead elms in the lower level and on the bank behind the
chapel have furrowed bark in untidy interlocking ridges with patches of white, or like the slippery elm, the bark
flakes off. The Siberian elm by the Comloquoy mausoleum is a masterpiece of artwork. Its bark is wide long
strips or bands of rust, white, gray, and cinnamon coloring, sometimes all on the same side of the tree. The
homestead elms are still babies, so their bark is not fissured yet. And the many, many Norway maple
throughout the property have furrows that are neatly and evenly arranged and organized as they wrap around the
tree.
We have many smooth bark trees like the red maples, dwarf red maples, and sunset red maples. You can run
your hand down the curving and smooth limbs of the dwarf red maple and feel its grace and beauty. The
London planetree, by the Market Street wall, not only has a smooth inner bark, but its bark is a patchwork of
yellow, gray, lime green, and beige coloring. And if an ice storm hits and freezes, the bark is so shiny from the
frozen water on it, that it glistens in the sun. The three American beeches down from the Atkins’ mausoleum,
also have a dark gray smooth bark with big root outgrowths at its base giving it the look of elephant’s feet. The
reddish barks of the dawn redwoods, on the lower level, are also smooth although it, like the reddish bark of
yew on the upper level, tends to peel in long strips if you run your hand down the length of the tree.
If you need to hug or touch something or someone but have no family members living with you, remember that
the trees are always happy to accommodate you. Enjoy your walk among the trees! By C. Field

Tim Bortner has completed the Scout portion of his Eagle Scout project at Baber
Cemetery. Over 36 volunteers spent over 200 hours on the scatter garden. In the spring,
Tim and his family will plant flowers and grass to finish the project completely. Many
thanks to all the members of Trinity who contributed to the success of the project!

Summer Reading Camp News
By next summer, we are hoping that the vaccination program for COVID
19 will be successful and Summer Reading Camp can run as planned. The
staff has been meeting to make plans for camp which will run the week of
July 12-16, 2020 and we will further explore the interesting world of bugs.
We would not be able to have summer camp if it were not for the generosity of our funders.
We have been informed that we once again qualified for a grant from the Benevolent
Association of Pottsville for our 2020 camp. The Benevolent Association has been one of
our major funders since the first year of camp and this year our grant will be used to fund a
program from Ryan the Bug Man which will kick off a fun and interesting week for the
children.
We also want to thank Schuylkill County Child Development who has graciously donated
chairs and a table for one of our classrooms. They have been a very involved partner who
has helped to identify children who would benefit from camp. They also have donated
books and other supplies for use in the classrooms and parent workshops.
Even though we have a very excellent camp staff, we always welcome additional
volunteers. It is a very rewarding experience to see the children progress and enjoy
reading. Anyone interested in becoming part of our camp staff should contact barb Tokarz
bpt9@comcast.net for additional information.
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For
March/April “Topics”
Monday, Feb. 15, 2021

January
2 - Harry Ebling
4 - Carla Kauffman
7 - Courtney Rauco-Lewars, Margie Keyworth,
Wanda Dodds
8 - Herbert Harris, Jr.
9 - Tish Malarkey, Elizabeth Cirelli
14 - Mike McCabe
16 - Daniel Hopkins
18 - James Snyder
22 - Tim Bortner
23 - Hank Beaver
26 - Karen Portland
27 - Ann Bacon, Cody Lewars
30 - Al Portland
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February
1 - Phyllis Moehrle
4 - Kathy Polcrack, Elise Scott
8 - Norm Kauffman
10 - Shelby Hostetter
16 - Brent Burns
20 - Erin Banonis
23 - Patricia Brennan
24 - Sara Wehr
25 - John Fehr, Laura Weiner, Deliliah Howells
29 - Cassie Kauffman Holm

