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Dear People of God at Trinity,
Once again, we offer our prayers for all of you to be well and safe. We continue to journey through
this unusual time, but living through our faith and hope in our loving Christ we hold each other in
strength through the Grace of God. We are blessed to be able to hold services again in the church.
Please know that in-person worship is held each Sunday at 9 am. However, for those parishioners
who are not comfortable meeting in person, the Zoom services continue so those at home can
worship with us. It is not one or the other — we have both in-person worship and Zoom worship
simultaneously.
Advent begins on Sunday, November 29 and we are blessed once again for celebrants each Sunday
until the end of December — Father Kurt, Mother Dolores and Father Tim.
We are planning for one service on Christmas Eve at 6 pm in the main sanctuary. Social distancing
and wearing masks will be necessary. This service will also be available live and recorded via the
Zoom platform. The Christmas Day service will be held at 9 am at the Chapel of the Resurrection at
Baber Cemetery and unfortunately, will not be available via Zoom. If the guidelines change, we will
inform you as soon as possible. PLEASE READ THE CHRISTMAS LETTER THAT WILL ARRIVE IN
MID-DECEMBER FOR ANY CHANGES FOR THIS PLAN.
Please call the office if you plan to attend the 6 pm Christmas Eve service, so we can plan for the 20%
capacity allowed and arrange for social distancing in seating.
As we offer our prayers for you, our beloved parishioners and friends, we ask your prayers for
guidance and direction in all the decisions that confront us. We also ask for your continued support
as we pay our priests and staff and maintain our beautiful building. As we approach the celebration
of the birth of our Lord and Savior, let us remember the words of John 12: 36 “While you have the
light, believe in the light, so that you may become children of light.”

Your Vestry
Trinity Church’s Mission Statement
“Living, loving, sharing in the name of Jesus Christ”
Vision Statement
“Honoring the past as we build a strong foundation for the future, while sharing our Christian faith through service
to the community.”

In-Person Worship and Zoom
Our in-person worship which began on September 20 has been
successful. Thank you to those who attend in observing the
guidelines of hand sanitizing, mask-wearing and no socializing.
The Zoom service is attended by those who do not feel comfortable with attending the
church service and we are thankful to Father Kurt and the people at Moyer’s Electric who
have fixed our system so that those at home can be included in our worship. We are also
grateful to Father Kurt, Mother Dolores and Father Tim for celebrating Eucharist with us
and our Lay Leaders when a priest cannot be scheduled.
If you are unable to worship in person and are interested in attending a ZOOM service,
please contact Father Kurt at nomenk3@hotmail.com or 570-640-1738. He will be most
happy to include you.
Parking and Entrance Guidelines
The entrance for in-person worship will be the front door on Centre St. For
those who have physical challenges for steps, the Howard Avenue entrance is
available for you. If you choose to park at the Water Authority, you will have
to walk down the steps and around to the front door. You will notice that there is now a
Private Property sign on the gates — this is due to increased illegal activity on our property
and that of the Water Authority. We have a key to the padlock so with their kind
permission; we can still use the parking lot on Sunday mornings.
Christmas Services
Thursday, December 24 - 6 pm Christmas Eve service - one service only.
Zoom also available.
We are planning one service on Christmas Eve at 6 pm. Pews are marked off for social
distancing, masks must be worn, ushers will provide hand sanitizing and no socializing
must be observed. Please call the church if you are planning to attend the Christmas Eve
service.
Friday, December 25 - 9 am Christmas Day service at the Chapel of the Resurrection at
Charles Baber Cemetery. This service will be recorded for later viewing.
Sunday, December 27 - Christmas I at 9 am. We are planning special music and readings
for this service. Zoom also available.
Volunteer Ushers Needed
Since returning to the church, the role of usher has become more important
in this time of Covid-19. Ushers need to be masked, hands sanitized, gloved
and gloves sanitized as you will be handling the consecrated hosts on trays.
We are thankful for those who have stepped forward, but more help is always welcome. If
you feel able to offer this ministry, please call the church office. Ushers will be required to
be at the church at 8:15 on Sunday mornings. Thank you!

Computer Assistant
The in-person service is also zoomed from the sanctuary, so a volunteer must
handle the computer while the priest celebrates the service. If you would be
available to help at some of our services, please contact the church office or Fr.
Kurt. Thank you!
Forward Day By Day
The latest edition of these daily meditations is now available. If you would like
a copy, please call the office and Edna will mail one to you. This edition is
November/December/January.
Lay Eucharistic Visitors
There will be no home or nursing home visits for Communion in the
foreseeable future. Because of the Covid-19 virus, we do not know when these
visits will resume. We pray that everyone is safe and well. Please call the church
if you need anything and we will do our best to help however we can. God bless all of you!
Altar Flowers
If you would like to order flowers for a specific Sunday as a memorial or in
thanksgiving for a person(s) or event, please call the church office. The two
arrangements are $35. We will contact the florist, but please let the office
know if you would like special colors or flowers, etc.
Stewardship letter
You will be receiving a Stewardship letter and an offering card in the
mail during the first week of November. Please fill the card out and
return it in the mail or the offering plate on Sundays. Stewardship
Sunday will be held on November 22. We are grateful for your continuing support of our
building and our staff and your prayerful consideration of your offering for the next year.
Please return your cards as soon as you can so we can determine a budget when the
Committee meets in December. Thank you!
Part-time sexton
Vestry voted on October 18 to hire John Wilk as our new part-time sexton.
He will be working 20 hours a week and has already begun a new method
of organization for supplies and seasonal storage showing great initiative.
We welcome him to our church staff.
Food pantry
The Emergency Food Pantry is no longer accepting donations since they are
adequately funded at this time. Thank you for your faithful, generous
donations.

The Music Corner
by Cora A. Gamelin-Osenbach
What a blessing to be in the church for services once again where everyone attending in
person or online for Zoom services can enjoy the sounds of our beautiful organ. Unfortunately,
at this time, we still feel singing isn’t safe, but to gather and worship in joy is God’s grace in
our lives. And now the problem with microphones has been fixed so that those attending on
Zoom can hear clearly.
All services are in-person and on zoom - not one or the other. We have some in our church
family who is not comfortable worshipping in person yet, so the zoom services allow them to
be with us.
Christmas Services
December 24 —ONE Christmas Eve service will be at 6 pm. There will be
social distancing and masks must be worn and there is the distance between
the pews. Also, that service will be available on Zoom. There will be organ
music and perhaps some other instrumental music to celebrate the birth of
our Lord and Savior. To accommodate more who would like to attend in person, there will be
a 9 am Christmas Day service at The Chapel of the Resurrection at Charles Baber Cemetery
with music. That service will be recorded for future viewing. We hope to have a special service
on Sunday, December 27 with special readings and music.
Concert Series
We are still hopeful that our concert series will be held in March and April of
2021. Our usual attendance can be socially distanced with the size of our
sanctuary; however, because of close proximity, we will be unable to hold our
usual receptions in the lounge. We sincerely hope that our 2021-22 concert
season will be able to return to our original format. So, let’s be hopeful and put March 14, 28
and April 18, 2021, on your calendar. More information will be forthcoming as to changes if
they occur.


Christmas Flowers
Donations for Christmas Flowers may be made by completing this form and returning it with your
contribution by Sunday, December 13, 2020.
Given by:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
In memory of:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
In Thanksgiving for:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

Summer Reading Camp Report
COVID-19 caused Trinity to cancel many activities over the past year and
unfortunately, Summer Reading Camp was one of them. Even though we
were not able to hold camp out of concern for the health and safety of
teachers and children, the camp staff felt it was extremely important to
provide support for the children and their families. While the long break from school was
not beneficial for any child, it put these children at a higher risk of falling behind their peers
since they were already experiencing challenges in learning. The Summer Reading Camp
staff organized a drive-through event at Charles Baber on July 15 where we distributed
age-appropriate learning materials, books, and groceries to 24 families. It was followed up
by a parent luncheon and workshop with tips on ways to help their child become a better
reader.
Because we did not hold an in-person camp, our expenses were lower and there is $1500 of
grant money remaining from the Congregational Renewal Grant from the diocese. The
Diocese cannot hold the money for next year’s camp and asked us to use it to fund a project
to support the children who normally attend camp or for another worthwhile community
project. After much discussion, the teachers felt it would be best to divide the money
equally among the two school districts- Pottsville and St. Clair and Child Development. The
two school districts would like to use it to purchase subscriptions to Epic Books for the
children. Epic is a subscription service that supplies books and educational materials and
will be able to provide the children with reading material appropriate to their age and
reading level. Many of the children have limited access to books at home and this is one of
the most effective ways to get reading materials in their hands. This recommendation came
from the reading specialists in St. Clair and Pottsville who speak highly of the program.
Child Development would use their share of the grant money for their Ready to Read Home
+School Connection Program which supplies books and activities to families in order to
build connections between their child’s early learning program and home.
We also have funding from the Snayberger Foundation that we will use to purchase some
classroom furniture for camp. When we held camp a year ago, we were short on tables and
chairs and had to borrow some from Holy Apostles since we no longer have the furniture
from Trinity Center.
We are hoping that by next summer we will be rounding the corner with COVID and that
we will be able to hold Summer Reading Camp as planned. If there is anyone who would be
interested in volunteering to help with the reading camp, please contact Barb Tokarz for
additional information.

News from Marion C. Price Trust Fund
Coping with the Covid-19 pandemic has been stressful. We have had fear and anxiety about a new
disease, social distancing, feeling isolated and alone, mask-wearing, going out among people and the
effectiveness of the vaccine.
Many people are experiencing grief during this pandemic. You may feel grief due to a loss of a job,
inability to connect-in-person with family, friends or religious organizations, missing special events
and milestones such as: graduations, weddings, vacations, drastic changes to daily routines and
ways of life that usually bring us comfort and a feeling of stability. Common grief reactions include:
shock, disbelief, denial, anxiety, distress, anger, periods of sadness, or changes in sleep or eating
patterns.
Adolescents may also experience grief in ways that are both similar to and different than children
and adults. Adolescents may experience significant changes in their sleep patterns, isolate
themselves more, frequently appear irritable or frustrated, withdraw from usual activities or
engage more frequently with technology. It is important for parents or caregivers to engage with
their adolescents over their grief to promote healthy coping and acceptance.
Acknowledge your losses and your feelings of grief.







Find ways to express your grief. Some people express grief and find comfort through art,
gardening, writing, talking to friends and family, cooking or music.
Consider developing new rituals in your daily routine to stay connected with your loved
ones to replace those that have been lost.
Draw comfort from your faith. Reach out to your church family.
Look after your physical and emotional needs. The mind and body are connected. When
you feel healthy physically, you’ll be better able to cope emotionally.
Combat stress and fatigue by getting enough sleep, eating right and exercising.
Don’t use alcohol or drugs to numb the pain of grief or lift your mood artificially.

Distinguishing between grief and clinical depression isn’t always easy as they share many
symptoms, but there are ways to tell the difference. Grief involves a wide variety of emotions and a
mix of good and bad days. With depression the feelings of emptiness and despair are constant.
Other signs of depression include: an intense, pervasive sense of guilt, feelings of hopelessness or
worthlessness, slow speech and body movements, or the inability to function at home, work and/or
school.
If you’ve taken self-help steps and made positive lifestyle changes and still find your depression
getting worse, do not hesitate to seek professional help. Depression can be treated and you can feel
better.

If you experience thoughts of suicide or preoccupation with death –
get help immediately - CALL 911

Thanksgiving is a time when many families travel long distances to celebrate together. The CDC
offers the following considerations to help protect individuals, their families, friends and
communities from COVID-19. Travel increases the chance of getting and spreading the virus that
causes COVID-19. Staying home is the best way to protect yourself and others. If you must travel, be
informed of the risks involved.
Lower risk activities







Having a small dinner with only people who live in your household
Preparing traditional family recipes for family and neighbors, especially those at higher risk
of severe illness from COVID-19, and delivering them in a way that doesn’t involve contact
with others
Having a virtual dinner and sharing recipes with friends and family
Shopping online rather than in person on the day after Thanksgiving or the next Monday
Watching sports events, parades and movies from home

Moderate risk activities



Having a small outdoor dinner with family and friends who live in your community
*lower your risk by following CDC’s recommendations on hosting gatherings or cook-outs
Visiting pumpkin patches or orchards where people use hand sanitizer before touching
pumpkins or picking apples, wearing masks is encouraged or enforced and people can
maintain social distancing

Avoid these higher risk activities




Going shopping in crowded stores just before, on, or after Thanksgiving
Attending crowded parades attending large indoor gatherings with people from
outside of your household
Using alcohol or drugs, which can cloud judgment and increase risky behaviors

It is with mixed emotions I write this last newsletter article. After serving as your parish nurse for
the past 24 years, I am retiring.
The new position will be called the Schuylkill County Elderly Health Advocate and Administrator of
Marion C. Price Trust Fund.
Please be assured that caring for elderly Episcopalians will continue to be the focus of this position,
only the name has changed.
We plan to introduce her to as many of you as possible during her weeks of orientation. We will
visit church services. Unfortunately, in this day of COVID, personal introductions will be difficult.
I have learned courage, strength, faith and love from all that I have met along the way and I thank
you for allowing me into your homes and your lives.
I wish you all God speed, a Merry Christmas and a happy, healthy and safe New Year. You are in
my heart forever.

Charles Baber Preservation Trust

by C. Field

Tenderness, Thoughtfulness, and Thankfulness
Thanksgiving traditions conjure up thoughts of gatherings of family, friends, and neighbors with plenty of food
and fellowship. There was always a favorite movie on, or perhaps a football game, or maybe a game of cards or
charades being played. While the family and friends were gathered around the table laden with all kinds of
delicious foods, someone proposed a toast of gratitude or a prayer of thankfulness. Often it was an appreciation
for the family and friends gathered there and remembrance for those who were deceased or could not be in
attendance and a kind word about the hosting family and the mouthwatering dinner about to be consumed. And
then the conversation and meal consumption, and TV watching, or other entertainment continued, and that
moment of gratitude and thankfulness was forgotten as we got on with normal everyday living.
The coronavirus has certainly changed everything normal in our lives. This Thanksgiving, thankfulness will
take on a new depth of gratitude and appreciation. It will take us back to the appreciation of the simple basic
things in our lives-things like being able to gather in large groups without masks and social distancing; being
able to hug and kiss our family, friends, and neighbors; being able to sit by each other in church or at school or
on a bus; attending parties and concerts and shows, and movies; singing Christmas carols together; visiting our
elderly and sick in nursing homes and hospitals; eating and drinking indoors in a restaurant anytime we want
with as many people as we want; flying or driving or vacationing or staying at any hotel whenever and
wherever we choose; walking, jogging, bicycling, or exercising any place or time or with any group we choose;
having an available and abundant supply of toilet paper, paper towels, Clorox wipes, gloves, masks, cleaning
products, hand sanitizers, and ventilators; having a full-time job or going to work outside our home, and happily
sending our children to school. Yes, this year’s Thanksgiving will be more thoughtful, grateful and appreciative
for our freedom, for our family, friends, and neighbors, for the front-line people who put their lives in jeopardy
on a daily basis whether to help us medically, or protect us, or fight forest fires to saves our homes and lives, or
aid us when disasters like hurricanes and tornados strike; or to serve us platters in a restaurant; or to ring-up and
bag our groceries or store purchases.
This gratitude and thankfulness need not stop after Thanksgiving. We can continue it every day of our lives. I
find it easy to take a walk in the fresh air and commune with God in his perfect world of nature at the Charles
Baber Cemetery. A spirit of thoughtfulness, caring, and counting one's blessing descends upon you as you
quietly walk among the many colorful and bedazzling trees dressed in their finest autumn foliage. You become
aware of the goodness and kindness of mankind. Of the many selfless acts, ordinary people around you are
performing daily. You realize that no matter how bad things get, God is always there walking with you. And
God blesses you with his gift of nature to comfort you, distract you, and entertain you. The trees are our
reminder of survival, strength, and perseverance. They seem to welcome you when you walk on the property,
and to embrace and comfort you. You become more focused, more centered, more aware of the blessings in
your life. Even the memorial markers and graves that represent 182 years of burials make you more cognitive of
how short and fleeting life can be. And you wonder how many died with regrets that they had not done more for
their fellow man or given more, or shown more acts of kindness or tenderness, or forgiven someone. If you have
been able to quiet your mind and to feel the closeness and oneness with God and nature, you leave with a sense
of being loved and being comforted and being wanted. You also come out with a reminder to try to be a better
person, of being kinder and more compassionate and more understanding. Come and walk the paths and give it
a try. Each of you may respond differently to these walks. They will be personal to you. Happy Thanksgiving!

Charles Baber Preservation Trust

by C. Field

Covid-19 Changes Christmas
Many of us were aghast, horrified, and saddened when Covid-19 shut down our churches through our blessed
Easter season. But the state’s mandate to close schools, churches, stores, manufacturing facilities, restaurants,
and bars was understood as a protection to control and eradicate this unknown enemy. Based on Christ’s
greatest sacrifice of giving his life for us, how could we not make a sacrifice to mankind by remaining at home
in isolation in order not to spread the virus? Well that was months ago, and we are still learning new things
about the virus, and we are still adjusting and modifying our lives in hopes of stopping the spread of this virus
to family, friends, and neighbors, and in turn to their family, friends, and neighbors, and ultimately to the whole
human race. As of this writing, which was due in October, and before the winter flu months are upon us, we do
not know what our Thanksgiving nor our Christmas will be like. We know that Thanksgiving will be a
stripped-down celebration of what it once was. It will be smaller dinner gatherings, not getting our elderly out
of nursing homes, not watching football games all day, and not going out on the town to watch movies, shows,
or restaurant dinners. Even our community charity Thanksgiving dinner will be a packaged meal delivered to
people’s homes with no fellowship or group mingling.
In a few short weeks, we are facing the greatest festive and joyous religious Christian celebration - Christmas.
It will indeed be quite an adjustment for most Christians and has the potential of being sad and lonely for many
depending on the restrictions of the state you live in, the church you attend, and the diocese you belong to. First
off, Christmas and Easter are the largest church attendance days of the year. We look forward to the choir
singing, to the Nativity scene set-up and pageantry by our children, to receiving full communion from the hands
of our priest, to singing the psalm and the Lord’s Prayer, and the hymns, and the beautiful carols, to seeing full
family attendance with out-of-state children and grandchildren returning home, and to hugging and chatting
with other parishioners. It is such a warm and happy feeling of being with our parish family. A feeling of people
caring about you and of being loved and welcomed.
This temporary hardship, like Thanksgiving, will pass leaving us with a vivid memory of how we do not want
to celebrate future holidays. But what remains with us is our Christian empathy of caring for our family,
friends, and neighbors. Please remember that this will be a sad, lonely, and traumatic time for some. Reach out
to the elderly, the people that we know live alone, the people we haven’t talked to in a long time, the people that
we no longer see at social functions, schools, churches, and at work. Call them, send them a card, text them,
facetime them, or do whatever you need to do to communicate with them. You may be the only ray of sunshine
in their life for that day.
Most of all be good to yourself. There is no certainty in your life. Things are not as they should be. There is so
much stress and worry. Get out and take a leisure walk or a drive through the country. If you can’t get out or
can’t walk, watch a TV program about nature or animals or a comedy, or read a magazine about birds or trees or
national parks. If you are walking at Baber Cemetery, let the silence and serenity embrace you. Let the trees,
the wind, the birds, the squirrels, the chapel, and the memorial markers talk to you. Feel the tranquility, solace
and quietness of mind and spirit descend upon you. Feel the joy and comfort of having the Holy Trinity always
with you and know the true value and importance of Christmas. Merry Christmas and may you find many
opportunities to give, to share, and to love!

Tim’s Eagle Scout Project
Tim Bortner’s Eagle project at Charles Baber Cemetery is in full swing. The walls of the
scatter garden have been built. Two of the four garden corners have been finished. The
work will continue on November 1 at 1 pm. We hope to finish at that time. Thank you to
many in our Trinity family who donated toward the project.
Also many thanks to Norm Kauffman, Al Portland and Bob Burns who have come to the
cemetery and assisted with the work.

Vestry Nominations
There will be 2 slots available for the new Vestry term which begins in January 2021. If you
are interested in being nominated for a 3-year Vestry term, please speak to Norm
Kauffman, Al Portland, Cora Osenbach or any other Vestry member. The election will be
held at the Annual Meeting on January 17, 2021.

Free Thanksgiving Day Dinner
November 26, 2020
Holy Apostles Episcopal Parish Hall
307 E. Hancock Street
St. Clair, PA
Please RSVP by November 19th
Call Bonnie at (570) 429-2272
Take Out and Delivery available
No Eat In due to Covid-19 restrictions
Delivery Beginning – 11:00 a.m.
Pick Up – 12 noon – 12:30 p.m
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November Birthdays

December Birthdays

1 – Madison Scott
5 – William Bowler
7 – Brad Ross
9 – Quinn Evans
11 – Joseph Siminitus
10 – Nolan Weiner
13 – Edward Hosler
14 – Cole Demcher
15 – Booker Hostetter
17 – Charles Guensch
18 – Norman Kauffman, Andrea Allar
22 – Janet Grabowski
25 – Lorie Kauffman
27 – Nancy Depsky, Lance Reedy
30 – Jonathan Barreiro

3 – Ryan Wehr
6 – George Stone IV
9 – Carol Stone Field
10 – Olivia Kauffman
18 – Gretchen Frederick
22 – Seraphina Brennan
23 – Carol A. Seitzinger
25 – Russell Frantz
28 – Eric Stone, Ashley Hopkins, Dallas Petrosky
29 – Lauren Polcrack
31 – Ethel George

