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Dear People of God at Trinity,
The days are getting cooler and shorter and we are now thinking about the coming holidays with busy
times of shopping and baking and decorating. With all that energy, let us make sure we use most of it to
center our thoughts and actions in our faith and hope as we await the Light of the World during Advent
and His birth on Christmas.
On Sunday, September 12, Father Kurt challenged us with the question “Who do you say that I am?” He
was referring to Mark’s Gospel when Jesus asked the disciples who they thought he was and what others
around them said. We are being asked the same question as we continue our faith journey. As Father
Kurt suggested, the answer to that question can vary from year to year, month to month as we continue
to grow and become more aware of how our faith shapes our ministry to each other and the community.
We can be like the basil plant that needs to be pinched to encourage new growth. That pinching which
can sometimes feel like death will allow a new beginning. So let the Holy Spirit pinch us so that we can
constantly grow and flourish. Death bringing life, the life and love that Jesus brought to us.
Let us answer Father Kurt’s question with the same resolve as Esther in the readings of September 26.
She could have chosen more power and wealth for herself, but she chose to act in ways that served the
call of God and knowing who he is. As we continue to meet during these difficult times, we show the love
for the common good by social distancing if necessary and wearing masks where mandated. This is the
love that Jesus asks us to demonstrate by pinching the old and creating new life, continually answering
the question “Who do you say I am?”
Your Vestry
Monday, November 1
Saturday, November 20
Sunday, November 21

Sunday, December 12
Friday, December 24

Necrology service at Chapel of the Resurrection, 6:30 pm
Hoss’ Family Night fundraiser
Christ the King Sunday and Stewardship Sunday
9 am service with Zoom
Mendelssohn Piano Trio — 4 pm concert
Christmas Organ Concert — Allen Artz, III, 3 pm sponsored by Minersville Historical Society. Tickets $10.
Christmas Eve — ONE SERVICE AT 6 PM, also Zoom.
Trinity Church’s Mission Statement
“Living, loving, sharing in the name of Jesus Christ”

Vision Statement
“Honoring the past as we build a strong foundation for the future, while sharing our Christian faith through service
to the community.”

In-Person Worship and Zoom
We continue to worship in person, but because of the rising Covid numbers, we
request that you wear a mask if you feel safer. If you have not been vaccinated,
you are asked to socially distance yourself when in attendance so that we love our
neighbors as we are loved. We are still offering Zoom; if you are interested in attending a
ZOOM service, please contact Father Kurt at nomenk3@hotmail.com or 570-640-1738. He will
be most happy to include you. The service is at 9 am.

Confirmation and Reception Classes
Classes will be led by Father Kurt for those wishing to be confirmed or received
in the church. If you or anyone you know may be interested in Confirmation or
Reception, please contact the office or Father Kurt. This will most likely be a
joint service with our sister parishes.

Lay Eucharistic Visits
The home visits have begun once again. If you are interested in receiving a visit
with communion, please contact Cathy Clouser and she will be in touch with a lay
visitor to call you only if you are vaccinated. Visits will not take place if there are
non-vaccinated people in attendance.

Lay Eucharistic Visitor Training
There will be training for Lay Eucharistic Visitors on Saturday, November 6
at 9 am. Fr. Kurt will be leading the training at Trinity Episcopal Church. A
light breakfast will be followed by a class of approximately 2 hours. If your
LEV license has expired, this will be a refresher course with a new license for 3 years. If
interested in beginning or continuing this ministry, please register with Edna in the office.

Fundraising
We will have another fundraising day and night at Hoss’ Restaurant in Cressona on
Saturday, November 20. Credit passes will be available at the church — just pick
one up and when you pay your bill, submit it to the server and the church will
receive credit. The proceeds will be added to our Christmas mission project purchasing toys
and food for families in need.

Christmas Mission Project
We have several resources to identify needy families and give them some
joy during the holiday season. Our Hoss’ dinner nights are being used for
this ministry and if you care to donate, please designate your donation in
your weekly envelope or mail/drop off separately. Monetary donations will
be accepted until December 5th. Thank you!

Forward Day By Day
The latest edition of these daily meditations is now available. If you would like a copy, please call the
office and Edna will mail one to you. This edition is November/December/January.

Clothesline of Love
Our outreach ministry of putting hats, gloves, scarves, and socks in front of the
church on a line will begin again after Thanksgiving. If you can donate items for
this important ministry, please drop them off at the church or call for pickup. Thank you.

Wish List
Some months ago we began a wish list for items in the church. Some of
the opportunities for memorial or thanksgivings are oil-filled Advent
candles and special wine and water cruets for Feast Days, funerals and weddings, new brass
candleholders for the cemetery chapel. If you are interested in these or other items as a
memorial or thanksgiving, please contact the office for pricing.

Funeral Checklist
Included in this edition of the TOPICS is a funeral checklist that can help you and
your loved ones plan for the future. Filling out this form and making your
choices now will ease the pain and decision-making for the family when the time
comes to plan a service. Your checklist will be kept in a locked file until needed.
Please consider using this tool and call the church if you have any questions or
need help in filling it out.


Christmas Flowers
Donations for Christmas Flowers may be made by completing this form and
returning it with your contribution by Sunday, December 12, 2021
Given by:
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
In memory of:
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
In Thanksgiving for:
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

THE MUSIC CORNER
by Cora A. Gamelin-Osenbach
As we approach the holidays, we are very hopeful that special music will be provided by some of
our older youth and children. We will have one combined Family/Festal Eucharist on Christmas Eve
at 6 pm. What a joy to gather in person once again to celebrate the Christ Child and the Light of the
World. If you cannot attend in person, we will be zooming this service to bring the beauty of the
church into your homes and have you join in the singing of hymns. There will be 20 minutes of
prelude preceding the service at 6 pm.

Concert Series
What a great success our first concert was with Cody Mead, organist. The audience was
thrilled with his virtuosity and selections and a lovely reception was held after. Thank
you to all who contributed food. We are grateful to return to our concerts.
We are thrilled once again that the world-famous Mendelssohn Piano Trio will return to our series
on Sunday, November 21 (please note change of date) at 4 pm. Peter Sirotin, violin; Ya-Ting Chang,
piano; and Fiona Thompson, cello will offer Beethoven and Brahms to delight our audience with
their virtuosity. Please see the enclosed flyer. Thank you to our faithful patrons who continue to
support us this season after last year’s absence of concerts. The Mendelssohn Trio concert is largely
underwritten by memorials for Ann Naomi Bacon and Frederic Toone Bacon.

Special Organ Concert
On Sunday, December 12 at 3 pm, there will be an organ concert by F. Allen Artz, III to
raise funds for the Minersville Historical Society’s efforts to open a museum. Tickets are
$10 with all proceeds benefitting the Historical Society. Please see the enclosed flyer — a
Christmas concert not to be missed! Reception following.

Free Thanksgiving Day Dinner
November 25, 2021
Holy Apostles Episcopal Parish Hall
307 E. Hancock Street
St. Clair, PA
Please RSVP by November 18th
Call Bonnie at (570) 429-2272
Take Out and Delivery available
No Eat In due to Covid-19 restrictions
Delivery Beginning – 11:00 a.m.
Pick Up – 12 noon – 12:30 p.m.

Trinity Episcopal Church
Centre Street at Howard Avenue
Pottsville, PA
presents

F. Allen Artz, III
organist
in concert on

Sunday, December 12, 2021
3:00 PM
+++

Hark, the Glad Sound!
Carols for Organ and for Audience Singing

+++
$10.00 suggested donation**
**ALL proceeds from this Concert/Carol-Sing will
benefit the
Minersville Area Historical Society

News from Marion C. Price Trust Fund
As Christians, we celebrate All Souls/All Saints Day on November 1st. We use this holiday to
remember those who have gone on before us. This year Father Kurt will celebrate All Souls
Day with a Necrology Service in the Chapel at Baber Cemetery beginning at 6:30 pm. The
service will remember our loved ones who are no longer here physically but are present in our
hearts. As I was thinking of what to put in my newsletter article I kept being led back to the
subject of funerals and those who have passed on before us.
Several events led me to the decision to write about a subject that makes many of us
uncomfortable. Trinity Church held a meeting to update their Funeral Policy and they invited
me to join the meeting. This involved also taking a look at the Funeral Checklist that Marion
Price Trust Fund has available. As I looked over this form, I decided to pass this information on
to everyone. I also listened to my nephew, who was helping plan the funeral service for the
love of his life. She was only 36 and he said although they talked about some things, they
thought they had more time. Many of us, myself included, often think we have more time.
According to AARP, the coronavirus is prompting many people to rush to make their wills. This
can become an opportunity to think about what you would want to happen if your family
needed to arrange a funeral. It's a difficult subject to talk about but does not need to be mo rbid.
It can be helpful to have your wishes known and to have instructions written down for your
loved ones to follow.
There are two forms available from the office to help you make preparations and make your
wishes known. The first is a very simple Funeral Checklist form which basically allows you to
check off your preferences and choices. It is easy to complete and gives you the most
commonly available choices. There is also an updated list of the most common and
appropriate funeral hymns. When my best friend's mom passed away, she confided to me she
had no idea what her moms' favorite hymns were. There is no better way to know what music
will be played at your service than to pick it yourself.
Both forms I have available allow you to decide on the type of body treatment and interment;
type of arrangement preferred; where service is conducted and type of service; readings, hymns,
donations, etc. The second available form includes information about an obituary as well. I
would be more than happy to assist if anyone is interested in either form. I can mail them to you
or help you fill them out if preferred.
Several of you have already filled out such forms and they are in the office in a locked file cabinet.
Please consider filling these or similar forms out or at the least speak with the family about your
wishes. It can be meaningful to make your wishes known and when the time comes it can be a
great relief to your family members. Preparing ahead for your funeral can spare your loved ones
the additional grief of not knowing your final wishes for service or burial.
Instead of thinking of it as an unpleasant task, consider it a great gift to your loved ones. We all
like to make plans — dinner plans, vacations plans, and plans for the weekend. Why not plan
ahead for this as well? I guarantee your family will thank you for it!

Medicare open enrollment is
October 15, 2021, through December 7, 2021
You may have noticed an increase in Medicare-related commercials on television lately. The
increase is due to the open enrollment period going on now through December 7 th. Open
enrollment pertains to a time when eligible seniors can select or change Medicare and other
health insurance options. Medicare health and drug plans can make changes each year things
such as cost, coverage, and what providers and pharmacies are in their network. October 15
through December 7 is when people with Medicare can change their Medicare health plans
and prescription drug coverage for the following year to better meet their ne eds.
It's a good idea to review materials sent to you from your Medicare health or prescription plans,
such as Evidence of Coverage (EOC) and Annual Notice of Change (ANOC). If your plan is changing
make sure it still meets your needs for the following year. If you are satisfied that your current plan
will meet your needs for next year and is still being offered to you, you do not need to do anything.
If change is needed, or you would like to compare plans, you may call 1-800-MEDICARE or visit
Medicare.gov.
Before switching plans from regular Medicare to a Medicare advantage plan be sure to
compare services, lower or no cost premiums can also mean increased copays for services.
This may be advantageous for some but not everybody. It is ok to change your plan just be
sure that you do a fair comparison of services and cost.
Pa Department of Aging created PA MEDI, formerly known as APPRISE, to help Pennsylvania
residents understand Medicare and other health insurance benefits. This can help you make
informed plan decisions. Locally this program is run by Diakon Community Services in
Pottsville. Appointments are available in different locations in the county during November.
To make an appointment please call 570-624-3019. I am also available to help compare plans
or get information for you concerning plans by phoning the office at 570 -621-3220. Please
don't hesitate to contact me.
It is hard to believe that we are approaching the end of the year! Cold weather will be he re
soon and we will be celebrating the Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays with family and
friends. I have heard so much about the Christmas party celebrated each year. I pray
restrictions will allow us to gather this year, and look forward to joining in f ellowship with
you all. Plans will be announced in the near future concerning party arrangements so stay
tuned for more information.
I pray for you to remain safe and well in this crazy world. Have a very Merry Christmas and a
healthy and Happy New Year. I thank you all for making me feel so welcome and loved during my
first year at MPTF. I am truly blessed to have you all in my life and thank God for my many
blessings!

FUNERAL ARRANGEMENT CHECKLIST
The Book of Common Prayer offers the following guidelines concerning the Burial of the Dead:
+ The death of a member of the Church should be reported as soon as possible to, and arrangements for
the funeral should be made in consultation with the minister of the congregation.
+ Baptized Christians are properly buried from the church. The service should be held at a time when the
congregation has opportunity to be present.
+ The coffin is to be closed before the service, and it remains closed thereafter. It is appropriate that it be
covered with a pall or other suitable covering.
NAME__________________________________

TELEPHONE________________________

ADDRESS________________________________________________________________________
1. I prefer the following treatment of my body:
________ Body present at funeral
________ Cremation preferred
________ Body to be interred at (specify)
__________________________________________
________ Ashes to be interred at (specify)
__________________________________________
2. I prefer the following:
________ Simple arrangements
________ No embalming
________ No public viewing
________ The least expensive burial or cremation
container
________ Immediate cremation or burial before the
funeral
________ To be buried in my own clothing
________ To be buried in specially purchased
clothing
3. I prefer my funeral service to be conducted in:
________ Trinity Episcopal Church
________ Chapel of the Resurrection
________ Other (specify)
__________________________________________
4. I prefer a funeral service with the following:
________ Burial Office I (traditional language)
________ Burial Office II (contemporary language)
________ With the Holy Eucharist
________ With organ music only
________ With organ music and hymns
________ With hymns chosen by the Rector
________ Hymns preferred (list number or title)

________ With readings* I have chosen (specify)
________________________________________
________ With Psalms chosen by the Rector
________ With Psalms I have chosen*
________________________________________
5. Obituaries often suggest that in lieu of flowers
donations may be made in memory of the deceased:
________ I wish to follow this custom, and direct
that donations should be sent to:
________ Trinity Episcopal Church
________ Other (name organization or charity)
________________________________________
6. My choice of funeral director is:
________________________________________
7. My will and other important papers are
located: (name location)
________________________________________
8. Other:
* Copies of a Living Will are available from the
Parish Office upon request.
* Copies of A Funeral Arrangement Checklist are
available from the Parish Office. This Checklist
contains information necessary for an obituary
announcement and other important data.
* See pp. 494 & 495 of The Book of Common
Prayer for the suggested list of readings and psalms.
* Have you remembered the Church in your Will?
See p. 445 of The Book of Common Prayer for
suggestions on the making of a Will.
* Psalms: refer to pp. 471-475 and 476-479
* Please return this form to:

__________________________________________

Trinity Episcopal Church
__________________________________________
________ Homily preferred
________ With readings* chosen by the Rector

200 S. Second Street
Pottsville, PA 17901
The information contained herein will be kept
confidential until the time of your death.

FUNERAL HYMN CHOICES
The Order of Service for Burial of the Dead begins on page 469, Rite I or page 491, Rite II in
the Book of Common Prayer. Hymn choices are from The Hymnal 1982 or Lift Every Voice
and Sing (LEVAS).
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LEVAS
Jesus lives! thy terrors now
We walk by faith
Alleluia! The strife is o'er
For all the saints, who from their labors rest
May choirs of angels lead you
Christ the Victorious, give to your servants
I'll praise my Maker while I've breath
The Christ who died but rose again
0 Love of God, how strong and true
Come, my Way, my Truth, my Life
How lovely is thy dwelling place
Jerusalem, my happy home
0 what their joy and their glory must be
Ye holy angels bright
How firm a foundation,' ye saints of the Lord
The King of love my shepherd is
The King of love my shepherd is
As longs the deer for cooling streams
The Lord my God my shepherd is (metrical Psalm 23)
My Shepherd will supply my need
All my hope on God is founded
Amazing Grace
0 God our help in ages past
0 for a closer walk with God
A mighty fortress is our God
Guide me, 0 thou great Jehovah
My faith looks up to thee
I heard the voice of Jesus say
Just as I am
Jesus, Lover of my soul
How Great Thou Art
Jesus, lover of my soul
Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling
Blessed Assurance
It is well with my soul
Great is thy faithfulness
His eye is on the sparrow
I need Thee every hour

209
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60
79
101
184
188
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192

Charles Baber Preservation Trust

by: C. Field -November 2021

LIVING A LIFE OF GRATITUDE
It has been one full year since we all went through the trauma, heartache, anger, and frustration of not being
with our families during both the Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays. The social distancing of trying to stay
away from group gatherings of family and friends took its toll on everyone during these traditional cherished
holidays. Last year was a joyless holiday season. However, this year, our Thanksgiving holiday, coupled with
many of us having received our covid vaccination and perhaps a booster shot, offers us a promise of gathering
together in group settings to feast on delicious, and substantially higher-priced foods, and to be with our loved
ones. Our table feast, which usually starts with a prayer of thankfulness for the large feast before us, will now
include special prayers for our lost loved ones, gratitude for all our loved ones that are still with us, and a big
thank you for our own lives and for what we have survived and endured in the past year.
Gratitude and thankfulness don’t have to be restricted to just Thanksgiving day. It can be a daily way of life.
Often being close to nature helps to remind us how precious life is and how quickly a life can be taken from us.
It reminds us to cherish every moment we can breathe, every moment we are alive, and every moment we have
our loved ones with us. A slow, gentle, thoughtful walk along the many paths at the Baber Cemetery, among the
many varieties of trees, provides a relaxing environment and peaceful mindset to count our blessings. Many of
the deciduous trees are about finished with their bewitching and enticing fall foliage display of autumn colors.
Soon they will stand as bare skeletons of trunks and branches. The brilliant reds, burgundy, and merlot-colored
leaves on the red sunset red maples, the dwarf red maple and the regular red maples are gone. The yellows and
reds of the American beech are gone. The multi-colored star-shaped leaves of the sweet gum have dropped. The
yellows and golds of the Norway maples, the London planetrees, the sycamore maples, the white ash, the
lindens, the ginkgoes, the black walnut, the redbud, the coffee tree, the tuliptree, the cherries, the elms, the
European hornbeam, and box elder are almost done. The bright orange and yellows of the sugar maples, the
burnt orange of the dawn redwood and the black gum are gone. The yellows, pinkish reds, and shiraz-colored
leaves on the white, red, pin, swamp white, and chestnut oaks are gone. By early November, we have mounds
and mounds of leaves for our workers to leaf blow and rake up into huge piles along the paved roads in
preparation for the city truck to vacuum up the piles. Even then, it takes three to four full days over four weeks
for the city to get the majority of the leaves vacuumed up. This tedious task of leaf blowing, and raking will
occur day after day from late October through the last week of December or until the employees are laid off for
the winter months.
Whether the trees are fully dressed in leaves or laid open, barren and leafless, they are still an amazing sight to
entertain one as they remind us that life is ever-changing. And while some things die off, the cycle of life still
provides beauty, continuity, and a promise of renewal and rejuvenation after a short rest. While walking among
the trees, it is easy to count your blessings as you walk the paths. The dried leaves are falling around you and
upon you as the wind gently nudges them from the twigs of the trees. And the brown dried needles from the
eastern white pine trees twirl, spin, and fill the air as the wind releases them from their clusters on the tree. As
you walk the paths at this time of year, offer a thank you and a prayer for something or someone as you pass
each tree. You can express thankfulness for your family, friends, neighbors, co-workers, and church and
organization members by saying each name as you pass a tree. Or you can be thankful for parts of your body, or
for material possessions you own. There is much to be grateful for. May God shower Thanksgiving blessings
on you and your loved ones!

Charles Baber Preservation Trust

by: C. Field -December 2021

A CHANGED CONCEPT OF CHRISTMAS
Christmas this year will not be about gift-giving or the usual annoyance and complaints about having to cook a
big meal, wrap presents, attend functions, or entertain people. It will be different because our expectations,
values, and attitudes toward Christmas are so very different from past years. Being together as a family is what
will be important. Christmas will now be about the joy of gathering with loved ones and sharing time,
memories, gifts, and a meal together. Our out-of-state children, grandchildren, great-grandchildren, and friends
will be able to come for the holidays. This year we will have a festive and joyous Christian Christmas
celebration. Many churches will have their choir singing, and full communion from the hands of their priests
and religious leaders, and the Nativity scene will be set up and there will be pageantry and participation by the
children. At Trinity, we will sing the psalms, the Lord’s Prayer, the hymns, and the beautiful carols. We will be
able to stand and chat with other parishioners. We will be among people who care about us. What a warm and
happy feeling it will be to celebrate our holiest of religious holidays with our parish family.
Christmas is about sharing and opening our hearts, doors, and pocketbooks to the less fortunate or to those who
have no one. It is reaching out to the elderly, the people that we know live alone, the people we haven’t talked
to in a long time, the people that we no longer see at social functions, schools, churches, and at work. To some,
Christmas is a sad, lonely, despondent time of year. Call them, send them a card, text them, Facebook them, or
do whatever you need to do to communicate with them. You may be the only ray of Christmas spirit in their
life for that day. Also, remember to be good to yourself. Get out and take a leisurely walk or a drive through the
country or the Baber Cemetery. Reflect on all the good things and blessings in your life. Let the silence and
serenity embrace you.
We, the Board of the Baber Preservation Trust, are grateful for so much. Each board member is a blessing.
Each member contributes in so many ways. Some are responsible for the Arbor tree plantings and calling the
city to pick up the raked leaves, others use their equipment to level the ruts in the road or repair a water pipe
leak, others donate baby trees and baskets for the raffle, some help to replace the worn veterans’ flags, others
pick up trash or help weed the scatter garden or trim the shrubbery. Others do the newsletter or cover the
printing and mailing costs or write thank you letters or work on the website and the tree and memorial marker
descriptions. And everyone helps on Baber Day as volunteers, sponsors, and donors,
We are also grateful for our tree sponsors, our Baber picnic volunteers and donors, our flag replacement
volunteers at Memorial Day, our financial donors who respond to our ground maintenance letter, and our donors
who remember the trust in their wills and estates. We have an appreciation for our office personnel, Edna and
John, and our workers, Tom and Josh. And we are especially grateful for the time that the Rev. Dr. Kurt
Kovalovich gives for the many services and blessings he performs. He is director and chairman of the Baber
board and carries the full burden of following up on many items and equipment purchases, with the most recent
one being our need for a snow blower. He starts the year with the Ash Wednesday drive-thru blessing, then
continues into the Arbor Day tree blessing service, the Memorial Day service, funerals, burials, helping at Baber
Day and leading the Evensong service, the St Francis pet blessing, the blessing of additional trees, and ends
with the All-Saints necrology service and reading at the chapel. Thank you, Kurt, and thank you, every one, for
all that you do for the Baber Preservation Trust. Best wishes for a joyous and healthy Christmas!
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